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Persons:

Gottlieb Biedermann, a businessman; TENOR

Babette Biedermann, his wife; SOPRANO

Anna, a serving girl; SOPRANO

Josef Schmitz, a wrestler; BARITONE

Wilhelm Eisenring, a waiter; BASSBARITONE

A policeman, SPEAKER (can be played by one of the firemen)
Three firemen; TENOR, BARITONE, BASS

(or male choir)
Ensemble:

3 clarinets, 2nd & 3rd also bass clarinet

3 trombones, each with an F attachement
1 tuba
2 percussionists

1st: glockenspiel, crotales (2 octaves), big cymbal, snare drum, bass drum, 3 tom-foms, triangle, tam-tam, possibly door bell (b-367, c-249). Additionally, the whip of the 2nd player is to be used in the 1st scene (b-162 - b-171).

2nd: vibraphone, tubular bells (2 octaves), 5 temple blocks, middle cymbal, friction drum, whip. Additionally, the tam-tam of 1st player is to be used in the éth scene (g-489, g-571 until the end)
1 violin

3 celli, 1st cello with SCORDATURA: C —> A’
Stage:

a living room, an attic

Most of the performance instructions are written directly in the score. Here only some important details:

General notes: Although the way in which the tempi are indicated is quite precise, understand them nevertheless as guidance value. It is important to keep always the freedom of interpretation and
play with associations. Let a cliché be what it is. It is all right if the music does not always sound tasteful.
Non vibrato is the standard articulation throughout the piece. Play with vibrato only if explicitlﬁ indicated.

A glissando always takes the whole duration of a note to which it is attached. The ending pitch must not necessarily be indicated. If so, do not articulate the small grace note at the end of a glissando,
it is only the ending pitch of it.

It is not important to intone ,correctly” every (1uorter tone. Deviations from tempered tuning have a detuning function. | did not mark any smaller intervals resulting of the overtones, flageolets or multiphonics.
Flageolet overtones higher then the 9th partial are marked with a number.

As high as possible / as low as possible: an arrow notehead.

A slashed notehead ® & indicates an additional noise. Singers: breath noise between singing and whispering; brass: wind without embouchure; strings: no pitch recognizable.

Grace notes without slash have to be always played on beat. Offbeat acciacaturas are notated as slashed grace notes.

Singers: Different staffs indicate diverse levels between singing and speaking. Speak freely when only the text is written. Slashed notehead: half whispering. Cross notehead: whispering.
Rectangular noteheads indicate a ,quasi speaking” on a concrete pitch.

Biedermann is licensed to decide himself how much falsetto he uses, especially in the Finale. It turned out that it is musically effective to use voce mista throughout the piece
as it gives a sort of "tenor glamour" to the role without affecting the composition intentions.

Brass: Sordinos: straight mute, bucket mute, wa-wa mute (frombones). o+o+o+o+o = stopped / open.
When playing without embouchure, formant can be indicated ("i" = high, "u" = deep).

Percussion: When playing with a bow, the duration of bowing equals the duration of the note. Reverb is indicated by a tie. If there is no tie, dampen.

Strings: dampened strings = touch the strings with the palm of the left hand, so that they cannot vibrate. Bow overpressure can be strong with a pitch in the background: LN
Or it can be very strong without any recognizable pitch: [J]] It can increase from ordinary to overpressure and reverse: e [ 1] T —
Bow overpressure results from the coaction of the bow pressure and the bowing speed and is also practicable in a low dynamic.

Besides a standard sordino all strings need a heavy metal sordino.
col legno without indicated pitch is to be played completely without bow hair. The pitch results from the point of touch.
Sul pont. = close to the bridge. Sul pont. estremo = almost on the bridge (the keynote disappears). Sul pont. abs. = directly on the bridge, only noise.



BIEDERMANN AND THE ARSONISTS

dedicated to Johannes

The stage represents a living room and an attic which are connected by stairs. The stairs can be closed off by a door at the top. The living room is respecably furnished, the attic is empty. Somewhere outside the the house
can be seen a rusty bycicle leaning on a wall or handrail. The Fire Brigade watch the entire proceedings from a bench at the side. The piece does not require a curtain.
All director’s notes are not an essential part of the score and have an explanatory character.

PROLOGUE SV 2005-2007; 2013; 2015
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iving room

1st SCENE

FIRST ACT

Herr Biedermann sits at a table and reads his Newspaper. Anna stands at the door.
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Biedermann appears in hat and overcoat, a leather folder under his arm, coffee cup in his hand. He talks through the open door.
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legatissimo con vibr.

ca. 72(mezzo movimento)
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senza tempo
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(Eisenring, in a somewhat worn dinner jacket with a white waistcoat appears and leans his equally rusty red bicycle next to Schmitz's. The two men greet each other cordially and leave. The light grows dimmer and brings on a nocturnal atmosphere.)
1 =
y O D y b
[ 1T 1T vyyvyvy 1T T T 1T % T T Yyryvy T 1T T T A
Now there are two of those objects that a-wak-en su-spi - cion: bi- %yc -lles seemingly be-long-ing to Night falls a- - - gain, are  watchful.
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Now there are two ofthose objects that a-wak-en su - spi - cion: bi- %yc -lles seemingly be-long-ing to Night falls a- - - gain, are  watchful.
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\

Schmitz and Eisenring re-appear each rolling a tin barrel such as normally used for the transport of petrol. With a terrible noise they roll them up the stairs to the attic where they are stored.

They take their shoes off, and Eisenring hangs up his tails and carries on working in his white waistcoat. Both come back down the steps on tip-toe to collect more barrels.
The next piece of music only starts when it is clear that no hiatus will occur between the end of the music and the re-appearance of the two men.
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SECOND ACT
4th SCENE

The Fire Brigade is below, Eisenring in the attic.
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Biedermann appears below and acts out a little study in indecision, going up and down the stairs to the attic, continually giving the impression that he means either to enter, or at least to knock on the door.
But he continually fails to achieve either objective, and returns down the stairs towards the Fire Brigade's quarters, which have in the meantime transformed into the drawing room.
Up in the attic Eisenring continues quite calmly to plait his fuse, and test the wind direction.
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INTERMEZZO WITH BABETTE

Babette stands at the front of the stage holding a dead goose in her hand the whole time. Biedermann sings from back-stage and remains invisible. One must nonetheless understand him clearly.
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(Biedermann is not visible. His voice sounds as a hearable memory of Babette and so it could be altered with some technical medium. She can comment his words with some gesticulation towards the public.)
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5th SCENE

This is a spoken scene. The orchestra must not be seen only as an accompaniment of it. It has to act independently and should determine the story together with the soloists.

The spoken text may be sometimes covered by the orchestra, but it should be made clear to the public that it is deliberate and not an accident.
Beginning from here, the orchestra takes over the role of storyteller and the occassional ,.terrorising® of the singers by the instruments could make it more clear.
The spoken text is written in the score only for purposes of orientation in the approximate timing. The text and the music are independent from each other which can lead to random moments of

synchronicity and conflicts, but both text and music should come to the end somehow together. Never try to control all the timing, the persons should keep their independence in the time arrangement.
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(She returns with two silver candelabra with candles, a silver wine cooler, 4 crystal finger bowls, 4 silver knife rests and a large poultry knife with a silver handle. She lays the table.)
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Biedermann: Anna, I said a simple and informal meal. What are these stupid candelabra doing? N Anna: But we always use those, Herr Biedermann. N Biedermann: Simple and informal, I said. No pretentiousness.
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INTERMEZZO WITH HERR BIEDERMANN

Biedermann comes to the front of the stage holding wine bottles. During his monologue the following pantomime is played out:

Babette comes in and greets Schmitz and Eisenring. She notices that the table is completely bare apart from the poultry knife, calls Anna and tells her off. Anna defends herself and indicates Biedermann, who is standing on the forestage.
Then she very grumpily brings 4 plates, cutlery and wine glasses and places them anyhow on the table. Babette shows the arsonists to their places, and herself sets the table.
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0
ClL 1A% - - 3 - - - - 2 - 3 -
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Gen-tlemen, you can think what you like of me, [ don’t blame you. First though you will have to ans - wer just one ques-tion:
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con sord. the acceleration should be played agogically, not with mathematical precision senza sord.
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the acceleration should be played agogically, not with mathematical precision
con sord. 3 5 3 5 3 5 senza sord.
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As long as they're eat---ing and  drink - ing, they  can’t do a -ny- - -one a- -ny harm
o 4
viol. |E&—4F - - - - -
24 - - - - _
Cello 1 4
24 - - - - _
Cello 2 4
o 4
Cello 3 | |EF&=4F s s - - -




AQ__
\ ( (1]
(YR .
el | ek
nﬂulv. N L|_1 | Ul ©
dl o ol a
il
’ all o
ull ol ~ RS
i ol r%_r e |3 ]
dt i I
o N Il
3 Hh F
A B |«
(1NN Lm.u_f,
it {1V S 2
. Ah—l h\l—llv 11 22]
SHH il o N S
i A .
M |
ol - HY | @
g1 il
un
4| [ -
o | 8- Al T TN s \we_
fmq A ul
ﬂ% wHH o
[P | [ || ()
ol T\ el (1 T+ °
M NI 1l _
|| 11 M
AIWE! \Al_ll M“_l 14
S n
e N \oll " e M
Cl
/&h
i~ o ~
- ﬁﬁ _
[ Y=
HMMIIV 2 p) M mi.N .nl_d
! M & NS id
w
o | =
g LV.vu/ i |ﬂ 5
i
A [ 1N m
‘e ~ -
oLl A e 8
I N A ”
h 5
Kt K 8
ol
K
ul Y4 I.W\M kd
/ot Lu#t:
wily 1l (& e
\4 T A S
HhH
S e
S
AR I ' Mt S
bﬁ A
“xx
NI £
- ]
o
5 PN Lm.utl m m
Ly i g\~
XIS > i 0 g4
A A
i &
b e
gt
=
\
&
1 -~ 1 |
3+ il
U (3
R ol
A
a ?._u} ]
S ]

= N N N N & = = o = = N N N N N

3 —

D = @ “ ~ s ; s 2 5 5.5 2 2 A °
~ & TE S S. R Z £ £585 £ BE £ 2 £E S e ° °
w m = &) nw,nvuu% ” TTm > .mx @W w w w w

= &




193

diatonic

diatonic

diatonic

f-23

cLaa cLad claa cLaa Laul claa chan Laa S il o ool s o ad L ad ad
3N
. . e °
E 5 ] g
S s ™ b \ =
N IS 3 Y
3 S 3 N - ol 8
2 2 = e g
K B 3 ik
3 HL) N I
1 =1 n) €« ol 3
..I. -
M PR [T W
. L il | n I | (I | | | | N |
H & (il ké sl 8
N il " i S
[ YA L ~ e
ol i Sl 2
Al_l o [ ] oLl T =]
¢ [’ 1
me .Hl_}; i im”
N o K o] o m . m 1 ~
Sunyl N Sunyl Sunyl ypul N Sunyl aau IS i Sl Sl Sunyl B osalia mwmw N 2yl Sunyl N
- : [ 18I -1 R
quf Jm ki | Tes U
it Hﬂf S | (18 P A 4T S
o e
alll Al HES g
- 2
& ( 18 - —
NP & N N L " « I | | | P an 3 N
- Y| =
3 | ®
N N R Re)
il .
Q!
o
ol 'yil| % by y . e 'y g
\ \ | [ N ~t \\.m
o
i | ‘ ]
) ol r el H- =
(YR = 1 s 1 '
S [ [ JNGe (18 -
& < 8
8H (i . o AL =
ol N - il
|3 | | (I | | | | o = |
L Yi o w2
A@_ H ol L\ e/
1y - N (B
o> [ ol o
u T.rL_ ﬂ <
¢uu_._1 8 fH =
all Wl iy o A P B e el B | &
A e \\ L W
o 0N
M L YARE ¢ Y en ®
o [ Ya U
#_, o ol (Y e
AIMLI . e}
o [ YAEI (Y //-{ O
i N
-~ ol 'y
ol -
oL 'y " (I | | | |
~t s TMT ‘a ~t
o
o/
Ch AeL
o xx f;IIv
ol aiit B
& .l A 11k (. .) x
LYAR En >Lwt. U (18 DL 2 At R (\ERE m
o eyl acayl eyl Gy aca acadl A OORT ORNF O ABN  oRRr oo coay oo Cad Cad
R
AIMH o
A el
Ali” ol v
R [ 18
+HH =
~ - - & - _ |Mv ©
N W 4 (18 | | Nl | | |
x> o
M/
K CI) g
o A$LH A'$iH ¢ o 0 0 i DY ale th_> 8
®
AV e [ NN TTT®|A At vt vt i~
& o T ek & (Y Lx
[ 1 o # #
[ ¥
[ ¥
' (g sHI™
~t ~t ~t ~t [ 1
/i e
Y
' & ' oo ] |
M
sl
Aﬁ% Coll o
-2
4
oL
4 ol L) 1 .
/ Afr (HH 1 1 1 1 s H SRR
NG NG NG mwmm mwﬁ ﬂp/ n NG = F = NG =2 = NG N ﬂnl n KE
oF o o - o “ £ & £55 £ 8§ E £ £f § z z 2 B
S = O Scs 2 EI = = 5= m = = = 2
= 1212 BN m £E O3 [} O &} O
. - g
= @




199

FINALE

The encircled noteheads should make more easy the intonation of the quarter tone phrases. They mark the frame interval.
The difficulty of intonating quarter tones is a part of the musical character and therefore it should not be hidden through a ,,quasi glissando*.
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Mei-ne Her-ren, I am so glad, to be a-ble to greet you as my guests this eve-ning Please make your-self at home here! Take your fill of food and drink as much as you please!
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ﬁ To play a ,.flageolet” on a open string, touch the string at the extreme edge. This tW ‘[f

is used in the score for starting flageolet glissandi or to disturb the vibration of a string.
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Down the hatch,

Fr. dr. ,J
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is the joke?
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What should one do,

o

M,

flageolet gliss-

—*‘— ——— flageolet gliss-

o

]
I

_*L N ﬂageolet gliss.

I I

o)

senseof hu-mour.

ze- -1o

You have

A P regretfully
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Cl. 1
in Bb

Tuba ﬁ

Cl.2

in Bb

3: Bass cl.

in Bb
Trbn. 2
Cymb.
SK. dr.
Bs. dr.
3 Toms
Trgl.
Tam—t'fm
5 tmpblks

Babette

Viol.
Cello 1
Cello 2

Cymb.
Fr.dr./%/hip L

Biedermann

Cello 3
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*) Play the glissandi peppily. The flageolet rings are only symbolical

and don’t indicate the amount of sounding harmonics.
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